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SUBJECT: PROPOSED OECD AGRICULTURAL MINISTERIAL MEETING 

REE: OECD PARIS 7003 

1 . CONTRARY TO REPORT CONTAINED PARA NINE OF REFTEL, 

UK OPPOSITION TO AGRICULTURAL MINISTERIAL MEETING IS AN 
OFEICIAL GOVERNMENT- WIDE POSITION AND NOT JUST VIEW OF 
MAFF ASSISTANT SECRETARY EDWARDS. 

2. AGATT HAS SPOKEN TO MAFF OFFICIALS AND EMBOFF HAS 
DISCUSSED ISSUE WITH FCO'S OECD DESK. IT IS THE UK 
GOVERNMENT POSITION THAT NO CONVINCING CASE HAS BEEN 
MADE FOR THE NEED TO HOLD A MINISTERIAL-LEVEL SESSION 
THIS YEAR AND THE UK DOES NOT FAVOR SUCH A MEETING. 
OFEICIALS SAY THE UK WOULD RECONSIDER THIS VIEW ONLY IF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LONDON 04100 111250Z 

THERE WERE A "CONSIDERABLE MAJORITY" IN FAVOR OF THE 
PROPOSAL. WE UNDERSTAND THIS POSITION HAS BEEN APPROVED 
BY THE MAFF MINISTER, JOHN SILKIN. 
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